DAMASK

DAMIAN

B.C. Syria became a Roman prov-
ince ; as leading city of the Deca-
polis (q.v.} it flourished, and parts
of the Roman city wall and temple
of Jupiter still remain. It was the
scene of S. Paul's conversion (Acts
9). As the capital of the Ommiad
Caliphate, 660-750 A.D., it enjoyed
a century of brilliant prosperity.
It became Saladin's headquarters
in his war against the Franks.
More than once sacked by the
Mongols, it recovered under Otto-
man rule. In 1860 some thousands
of Christians were massacred by
Muslim fanatics in the city.

During the First Great War it
was entered on Oct. 1, 1918, by the
British and Arab armies. Feisal
(afterwards king of Iraq) reigned
as king of Syria at Damascus
1919-20. With the rest of Syria
it came under French mandate in
1920. Fighting between French
troops and Jebel Druse rebels in
1925 resulted in great damage to
Damascus.

Damask. Term applied to
certain textile fabrics. From early
times Damascus has been famous
for its silken fabrics, and about the
12th century any richly figured
silk stuff was called damask. The
term is now chiefly used of house-
hold napery of linen or cotton
woven with floral or other designs
like the original silk damasks. In
Great Britain the finest linen



Damask.    Two examples'of Italian
damask of the 16th century

Barcelona Museum    -

damasks are made at Belfast and
Dunfermline, and cotton damasks
at Glasgow and Paisley and in
Lancashire. A delicate pink rose,
known as the damask rose, is
grown in the east for otto of roses.
Damaskinos (1891-1949).
Greek prelate. Born at Dorvitsa,
Na-upaktia, March 3,1891, Giorgios
Papandreou was educated at
Athens university, served as a
private in the Balkan War of
1912, and then took holy orders
and the name Damaskinos. Bishop
of Corintht 1922, he was chosen
archbishop of Athens 1938, but
was %x> liberal for'Gen. Metaxas,

Archbishop

Damaskinos,

Regent of Greece

who annulled
the election.
After the Ger-
man occupa-
tion of Greece
in 1941, Da-
maskinos was
recalled to the
archbishopric.
An impressive
figure more
than six feet
tall, and a
dynamic spir-
itual leader, by his intervention
he saved countless lives. During
the post-war civil disputes ho
acted as regent Dec. 31, 1944,
until the king's return, Sept. 1946,
He died May 20, 1949.

Damasus. Name oi two popes.
Damasus I, pope from 366 to 384,
stoutly maintained the Catholic
faith against the prevalent heresies
of Arianism and Apollinarianism,
but could not check the division
between Eastern and Western
Christendom. He was the friend of
S. Jerome, whom he persuaded to
revise the earlier Latin version of
the Bible. He was subsequently
canonised, and his feast is kept in
the R.C. Church on Dec. 11, the
day of his death.

Damasus II was a Bavarian
named Poppo. He was bishop of
Brixen in Tirol, and was the nomi-
nee of the emperor Henry III. He
had been pope for only three weeks
when he died in 1048.

Dambovitza OR DIMBOVITSA.
River of Rumania. Rising in the
Transylvanian Alps, W. of the
Torzburg Pass, it flows N.E. and
then turns S. to join the Argesul
S.E. of Bukarest. It has a course
of about 120 m.

Dambulla. Village of Ceylon,
38 m. N. of Kandy, famous for
a Ist-century B.C. Buddhist cave
temple in a rock rising above it.

Dame (Lat. domina, mistress,
lady). Strictly, a word of two
meanings in English. (1) The
legal designation of the wife or
widow of a baronet or knight, who
strictly is, e.g. Dame Alice Brown,
although by courtesy she is styled
Lady Brown. (2) The title con-
ferred upon women appointed to
the first or second class of the
Order of the British Empire,
founded 1917, and prefixed to their
Christian name and surname, as
the title Sir is to those of knights
of the same order. Dames are
either dame grand cross, G.B.E.,
or dame commander, D.B.E. Dame
is used in the Primrose League as
a title of certain officials, e.g. dame
president, and in the form Madam,
as a sign of respect in addressing

ladies, both verbally and by letter.
The word is employed more gen-
erally for elderly women. In this
way came the dame's school of
the past and the Dames' Houses at
Eton. The " dame," played by a
man, is by tradition the chief
comedian in English pantomime.
Damsel, with its earlier form dam-
ozel, a diminutive of dame, is
connected with the Fr. demoiselle
Dame's Violet, DAME'S ROC-
KET, OR DAMASK VIOLET (Hesjieris
tnatronalis). A perennial herb of
the family Cruciferae. A na-
tive of Europe and temperate
Asia, it has erect downy stems-2 ft.
or 3 ft. high, lance-shaped leaves
with toothed margins, and lilac

Dame's  Violet.      Flowers  of this
popular garden herb
four-petalled flowers which are
fragrant in the evening. It is a
plant of meadows and copses ; in
Great Britain it is usually an
escape from gardens. An allied
species, H. trisiis, is the night-
scented stock of gardens, a native
of E. Europe.
Damghan OB DAMGAN. Town
of Persia. It stands at the base
of the northern slopes of the
Elburz Mts., 50m. S. of Astra-
bad. Its once important trade has
declined.
Damian, PETER (1007-72).
Italian saint and cardinal. Born
at Ravenna, of an impoverished
noble family, he studied at
Ravenna, Faenza, and Parma, and
then joined the hermit monks at
Fonte Avellana, becoming prior of
the monastery in 1043. He fiercely
denounced the clerical scandals
of the time, and, after being made
cardinal archbishop of Ostia in
1057, was sent as papal legate to
Milan to restore discipline in the
church. He died at Faenza, Feb.
21, 1072. In 1823 Pope Leo XII
made his festival of Feb. 23 general
in the R.C. Church, and declared
Peter Damian a doctor of the
church.